From: Melissa Pitkin

To: Goldstein, Kathleen; Amy Carter; Dan Grout; Gerry_McChesney@fws.gov; Jonathan_Shore@fws.gov;
Doug_Cordell@fws.gov

Cc: Brad Keitt; Russell Bradley; Jaime Jahncke

Subject: For tomorrow's meeting: Draft Partner Support Letter

Date: 03/21/2012 04:46 PM

Attachments: DRAFT Organization sign on letter.docx

Hi Team,

| apologize for the late notice on this but I'd like to keep this moving forward if the rest of you
agree. The idea has been to draft a letter that we can get a broad coalition of organizations,
regional and national, to sign on to, in advance of the EIS. We can then post that to our website
and talk about other ways we can use it.

| have drafted such a letter, and after discussions with people on the team, as well as with Jessica
Hardesty from ABC and Anna Weinstein from Audubon CA, have a revised version attached.

The attached letter lays out a few key points with a brief description:

e The islands of the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge are a truly unique wildlife hotspot in
need of ongoing restoration, protection, and management

e Removing the mice from the Farallones is one of the best ways for the USFWS to help
Farallon wildlife survive in the face of climate change

e We support and applaud the thorough, transparent, and detailed process the USFWS is
undertaking to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

e We know that excellent partners (PRBO Conservation Science and Island Conservation)
are being consulted to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement.

e We also know that rodenticides can and have been used, around the world, to
successfully remove invasive rodents from islands with minimal impact to ecosystems
and other animals.

Including the last bullet point was a suggestion from Anna to get out in front of the rodenticide
issue by talking about it — acknowledging the risks but also the successes/benefits. Let people
know that conservationists and scientists know there are risks and still think it’s worth doing.

For our meeting tomorrow I'd like to:

- know if everyone is still on board with the idea of a support letter.

- know if the above 5 points the right points, are we missing anything, is everyone ok with the
points?

- know if all of you, after the meeting, will go read the attached letter, make
comments/suggestions, help me fill in missing pieces, and make this a stronger letter.

I’d like to finalize the letter by the middle of April so that | and others can get folks to sign on to it.
Sooner would be better!

Thanks everyone, talk to you tomorrow.
Melissa
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DRAFT Organization sign on letter (updated 3/16)

PRBO Conservation Science letter head? Or?

Draft March 21, 2012

Date, 2012

USFWS
Mendell Stewart?
Address

Re: Conservation Community Support for Mouse Eradication at the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge

Dear USFWS

The members of the conservation community signing this letter strongly support the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) goal to restore native wildlife populations and maintain a healthy ecosystem at the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge by eradicating the invasive house mouse.  Over the past X years we are aware that the USFWS has been conducting a thorough and transparent process to investigate how to remove the mice through both an Environmental Impact Assessment and now an Environmental Impact Statement.  We applaud you for your efforts to carefully investigate all alternatives for mice removal as part of your decision making framework.

The islands of the Farallon National Wildlife Refuge are a truly unique wildlife hot spot in need of ongoing restoration, protection, and management.  Some refer to them as California’s Galapagos.  They host the largest seabird breeding colony in the United States (outside of Alaska and Hawai`i), and are home to 25% percent of California’s breeding seabirds, with more than 300,000 individuals of 13 species. Prior to human-caused disturbances, the number of seabirds that formerly bred here were in excess of one million birds!  Today we recognize that Farallon wildlife populations are not without threat.  Only now are they beginning to recover from hundreds of years of human activities, including fur trading in the 1800s that wiped out elephant and fur seals from the islands; Common Murre egg harvesting that reduced the population to less than 1% of its original numbers by 1910; and intense human building and disturbance during WWII.  This human influence on the islands has left a legacy of buildings, decimated populations, and introduced plants and animals.  We applaud the service’s efforts to remove invasive plants and animals over the last 34 years.   The invasive house mouse is the last remaining vertebrate on the Farallones.  The Ashy Storm-Petrel, Burrowing Owl, Farallon arboreal salamander and Farallon camel cricket are all affected by the mice and should benefit from mice removal.  In addition to animals, it is believed that the mice are spreading the seed of invasive plants and impacting the native vegetation on the island.  

About fifty percent of the world’s population of the rare Ashy Storm-Petrel (listed as a Species of Management Concern by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Endangered by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature) breeds on the Farallon Islands. Unfortunately, the presence of introduced, non-native house mice threatens this globally significant seabird colony. Ashy Storm-Petrels on the Farallones declined by 40% from 1972-1992.

Removing the mice from the Farallones is one of the best ways for the USFWS to help Farallon wildlife survive in the face of climate change.  In a time of rapid environmental change, it is important to stabilize and bolster native wildlife populations and ecosystems in any way we can, giving them the chance to respond to larger changes in climate and ocean processes that are beyond our control.  Removing the mice will serve to remove one more human-caused impact to seabirds and the Farallon ecosystem.  Increases in native seabird populations – particularly storm-petrels – and in salamanders and invertebrates are expected as a result of this proposed project.  We applaud the Service’s effort to consider ways to protect Farallon wildlife in light of climate change. 

We support and applaud the thorough, transparent, and detailed process the USFWS is undertaking to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  Preparing an EIS is part of the federally mandated process under the National Environmental Policy Act which was put in place to ensure that informed decisions are made about actions that may affect our environment.  We believe it’s important to let the law do its job and use the EIS as the process for decision making about mouse eradication on the Farallones.   Removing mice from the islands will not be an easy task and we appreciate that the best available science is being used to determine how to remove the mice and restore the Farallon Islands.    We all feel that alternatives presented in the EIS will represent the best alternatives for consideration.

We know that excellent partners (PRBO Conservation Science and Island Conservation) are being consulted to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement. PRBO has been conducting research on the Farallones continuously since 1967, establishing the status of wildlife populations on the Farallones as well as the natural history behaviors of each of the species.  This will help the Service quantify impacts from the mice and make an informed decision about removal methods and mitigation efforts to protect wildlife during an eradication.  USFWS is also partnering with Island Conservation, a non-profit focused on removing invasive animals from islands around the world, to prepare the Environmental Impact Statement.   IC’s demonstrated success rate of 100% makes them an excellent and well respected partner to involve in the process.  They are one of the leaders in the field of mouse eradications around the world.	Comment by Melissa Pitkin: IC – of course you may have a better way of saying this.

We also know that rodenticides can and have been used, around the world, to successfully remove invasive rodents from islands with minimal impact to ecosystems and other animals.  While using rodenticides does pose a risk to other wildlife, we believe 	Comment by Melissa Pitkin: This is where we Build confidence in rodenticides and their use for eradication
Make case that they are safe
Cite examples of successful projects and why – main stats – and counter the “46 Bald Eagle” deaths – be up front about it. – not meaningful at the population level.
Get out ahead of the fear of the rodenticide
Emphasize how eradications are a good thing – build the case for IC
Emphasize efforts to minimize collateral damage
Present key facts about rodenticides – time in environment, poisons considered and liscensed, 
Annacapa, Galapagos, 
IC – do you have a short paragraph that can address these points?

As the agency in charge of managing the unique Farallon ecosystem, we commend the Service for taking every effort to restore and enhance the Farallon Island ecosystem.  Please accept the support of the following signatories for your efforts to date to plan for removing the mice from the Farallon Islands.



Sincerely,










Melissa Pitkin

Education and Outreach Director

PRBO Conservation Science

3820 Cypress Drive, Suite ||, Petaluma, CA 94954
707-781-2555 ext. 307

415-868-0655 ext. 305 (M, F)

www.prbo.org | Please follow PRBO on Facebook!

PRBO conserves birds, other wildlife, and ecosystems through innovative scientific research and outreach.
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